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Consider testing in children > 3 years old* with sore throat
• Other signs and symptoms may include: 

• Fever
• Palatal petechiae
• Cervical adenitis  
• Scarlatiniform  sandpaper  rash

*For children less than 3 consider testing if known family exposure 

Decision to test for GAS 

Preferred testing:  Group A Strep Throat PCR 

Alternative testing options:
•  If PCR not available: POCT rapid strep 

followed by throat culture if rapid strep test 
negative 

• If patient with positive GAS within past 
month: collect throat culture 

Testing not routinely recommended if any of the 
following present: 
• Conjunctivitis
• Rhinorrhea
• Cough
• Diarrhea
• Viral exanthem

GAS Positive: 
Follow recommended 

treatment options (pg. 2)

GAS Negative: 
Consider alternative 

diagnoses 

Results
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Antimicrobial Treatment Options for GAS

   Definitions

Active GAS pharyngitis: positive GAS testing and signs/symptoms consistent with GAS infection

Recurrent GAS pharyngitis: patient with active GAS pharyngitis who has also tested positive for GAS in the 
past month

GAS pharyngeal carrier: patient with frequently repeated positive GAS testing both during acute pharyngitis 
episodes and in  healthy  periods
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